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ELEPHANTA 




ILord Shiva, it is believed, has many faces and multiple forms, and 
each tells a tale. Visitors to an emerald-green island off the coast of 
Mumbai are reminded of these dramatic episodes by the work of 
skilful, dedicated sculptors, who lived more than 1,300 years ago! 
Their carvings have survived in the caves of Elephanta, despite the 
ravages of time and vandals and destroying armies. 
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FABLES & HUMOUR 


INDIAN CLASSICS 


BRAVEHEARTS 




Buy online of www.amorchifrakatho.com 
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“A/tio<- Chitra Kothas ore o glorious tribute to Indio s rich cultural heritage. Thao books 
have been on integral port of my children s early years as they have been for many 
other families or rots Indio Comics are a groat way of reaching out to children, inculcat 
in<i reading habits and driving then quest to learn more about our roots 

NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MFNTOR INFOSYS 
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BEYOND BOMBAY HARBOUR, ACROSS 7 HE BLUE Milt kb , t ITS Hit GREEN /bit OF 
ELEPHANT A. A SHORT WALK UPHILL TAM 5 YOU TO THE C/)VE TEMPLES, CUT 
OUT Of SOLID ROCK BN THE HAND OF MAN - INSIDE THE MAIN CAW MAY At SEEN 
SOME OF HtF FINEST SCULPTURES OF INDIAN ART CARVED ABOUT 1600 YEARS AOQ. 



WITH PIETY AND FAITH IN THEIR HEARTS AND 
SKILL IN THEIR FINGERS, PATIENTLY AND 
LABORIOUSLY, ARTISANS CREATED EXQUISITE 
WORKS OF ART FOR POSTERITY. 


THESE CAVES WERE CARVED DURING 
'THE REIGN OF THE MAURYAS OF 
THE RON RAN — - 
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amar CHITRAKATHA 



WHO were plated in a great nav al battle off elepha nt* by 

OMLUKVAN PULAKES/N | 


THE 



r I HAVE DONE 
BETTER! I HAVE 
KNOCKED OFF 
. AN ARM I „ 


AFTER 6E/NG RULED BY SEVERAL HINDU DYNASTIES, THE ISLAND FELL TO THE 
SULTANS OE QUdARAT AND PASSED FROM THEM TO THE PORTUGUESE INHOSE 


SOLDIERS DAMAGED MANY OF THE SCULPTURES- 


J Pa 






HA ! HA I I HAVE 
HIT THE HOSE 
. THI5 TIME. 






mm? 

t 


- 



I HE tbl AND HA 5 THFN 
BY THE MARAT HAS- i— 


7ARIH 


WE SHALL MAKE 
7 THIS ISLAND AN 
\ INVINCIBLE FORT 


f HAIL, EMPEROR 
V 5AMBHAJM 


2 


ELEPHANTA 


THE EARIY NAMES OF THIS ISLANEJ WERE OHARAPUR! AND SRIPURI. WHEN THE 
POR7UGUESE FIRST LANDED ON THE /SLAND — 


THE I5LAND SHOULD 
BE CALLED ELEPHANTA! 




THE STONE ELEPHANT WAS LATER 
REMOWED AY THE BRITISH TO THE 
WICTORIA GARDENS + AT BOMBAY- 


'r -JT'- ■ ' It 


«. 



BESIDES THE 
ELEPHANT, MANY 
OTHER ANTIQUI¬ 
TIES fROM THE 
ISLAND WERE 
REMOWED TO 
MUSEUMS - ONE 
OF THEM, A 

beautiful figure 

OF SA DA SHIVA, 

I WAS TAKEN TO 
THE PRINCE OF 
WALES MUSEUM, 
BOMBAY • 



OF THE SEVEN 
CAVES AT ELEPHAN¬ 
TA, THE MAIN 
CAVE IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT. IT IS 

dedicated to 

LORD SHIVA , THE 
GREAT GOD OF 
THE HI NEXT TRINITY - 


♦ NOW KNOWN AS VEERMATA JIJABAI BHONSLE UDYAN 























































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN 7MB MAIN CAVE , THE FIRST FIGURE AT t 
7 HE RIGHT , IS THAT OF SHIVA AS NATARAJA • 
HIS PANCE SYMBOLISES THE ETERNAL 
MOTION OF THE UNIVERSE. 


LONG , LONG AGO, IN THE FOREST OF 
TARA GAM , THERE LI VET? TEN THOUSAND 
R/SH/S * WHO BY VIRTUE OF THEIR 

penances hap become very POWERFUL 


ARE 


WE 


GREATER EVEN 
THAN THE 
\ DEVAS 1 * 


WE 


ARE 


INVINCIBLE 


*r> 




1 >• 



YOU AND I MU ST 
SUBDUE THESE 
ARROGANT SAGES 


AT KAIL ASA , SHIVA TURNED TO VISHNU. 



SHIVA TOOK THE FORM OF A HANDSOME, 
YOUNG YOGI AND VISHNU THAT OF THE 
YOG PS CHARMfNG WIFE • 


THE RISHIS 
WILL FIND YOU 
IRRESISTIBLE ' 


AND YOU NIL 
CHARM THEIR 
WIVES 1 


ii , 


ELEPHANTA 


f)S SOON AS THEY APPEARED BEFORE Till 




SACRIFICE 


R/SH/S — 


LT ah! who y i cannot cohcen- 

■ 'COULD THAT ' u ffTF THF 


^ABEAtfTV Btf 


V u . 


Jr w 'Wa 


SHE HAS 
DKlVtN THf 
MANTKA5 OUT 
OF !AY MIND 


LEAVING THE SACRIFICE UNFINISHED, THEY 
WALKED TOWARDS THE YOGI'S WIFE • 

NO,NO| 
MINE. II 




>7 HE WILL HOT \ 
y{ HE WILL CHOOSE 

N ME • ^ 


HE 5 SURE 
TO CHOOSE 
k. ME I 


MEANWHILE, THE YOGI HAD T/1L SAME DISASTROUS 
EFFECT ON THF.IR WIVES • 


AH.S/R.IF YOU y--. 

WOULD BUT M 
LOOK AT ME I / I 









I WHAT HAS 
] HAPPENED 
,»V TO US P 


AMD OUR 
CHASTE 
WIVE5 ! 


SUDDENLY THE RISHIS CAME TO THEIR 
SENSES. | ~77 


THEY REALISED THAT THEY WERE BEING 


\OLt UDF :D BY SOME SUPERNATURAL POWER .> 



r 


AND ClIRSf O BE YOUR 
WIFE, THE SERPENT 
IN A WOMAN’S GUISF I 


MAY YOU AND 
YOUK MAGICAl 
POWFRS BE 
CURSt V I 


THEIR CURSE5, HOWEVER, WERE Of NO AVAR 


5 

























































































































THEY POURED GHEE 
INTO IT, CHANTING 
MANTRA5 ALL THE 
WHILE, 


50 THEY PREPARED A SACRIFICIAL FIRE 


~ WE WILL 
PE5 TROY THEM 
fOK ALL TIME. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SUDDENLY, A TIGER SPRANG FROM THE FIRE . 


r 


OUR CURSES MAY HAVE ^ 
FAILED, BUT THIS TIGER J 
WILL NOT. DESTROY HIM I 


UNPFRTURFFD. .‘iHIL/A f~n/r it m nn 
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ELEPHANTA 






HE CALMLY PICKED IT UP ... 



AND WORE IT A5 A GARLAND 










































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


hardly had he done so when, from the 

FIRE, THERE EMERGED AN EVIL DWARF. 



IN REPLY, SHIVA DASHED 
THE EVIL CREATURE TO 
THE GROUND ... 



H,S 0tV/V FOX#* 

BEGAN TO DANCE, good 
HAP TRIUMPHED OVER EVIL / 

the r/snis and the la vas' 

tN HEAVEN GAZED /N AWE 

WONDER AT THE POWER. 
FUL DANCE fN WHICH ALL 
CREATION AND THE COSMIC 
UNIVERSE WAS SET fN MOTION 
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ELEPHANTA 


< 



7AN DU, SHIVA'S DISCIPLE, WAS AMAZED- 



THE LORP HAS EXCELLED 
HIMSELF IN THIS DANCE. 

I MUST TEACH IT TO 
BHARATA *, MV TALENTEP 




* POPULARLY ACCENTED AS THE AUTHOR OF NATYA SHASTRA, A VOLUMINOUS 9 
TREATISE ON DANCE AND DRAMA 



























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





INDRA , SEATED ON HIS ELEPHANT, A/RAVATA, WATCHED IN 
WONDER. SHESHA, THE SERPENT, WAS ENCHANTED . 


WAV I BE BORN 
AGAIN TO SEE 
THIS DANCE ONCE 
WORE I 


r* 


ANP ALL THOSE GATHERED THERE FELL AT 
SHIVA’S FEET AND BECAME HIS DEVOTEES. 

I _ _ -- 




THE NEAT PANEL IN THE MAIN CAVE 
DEPICTS THE KILLING OF THE 
DEMON ANDHAKA . k=: -; - 


ELEPHANTA 



WHAT A 
STRONG SON 
I HAVE I 


WOULD HE 
WERE GENTLE 
„ TOO! 


THE A SURA * ANDHAKA * WAS THE SON OF 
SAGE KASHYAPA AND HIS WIFE DITI. 


WHEN ANDHAKA BECAME KING OF THE 
ASURAS, BY SEVERE PENANCES. HE 
PLEASED BRAHMA, THE CREATOR. 

WIGHT AND POWER,GREAT 
LORD I ALL SHOULD FEAR 

WE I 


WHAT DO 
VOU WANT 
FROM WE? 


fa 


% 


*rv. 


ANDHAKA THEN BEGAN HARASSING THE PEVAS. 
THEY FLED TO SHIVA FOR HELP . f - 


y- 


BRAHMA GRANTED THE BOON AND VANISHED. 



I WILL TEACH 
ANDHAKA 
A LESSON. 


LORD, SAVE Y HE WILL 
US FROM NOT LET 
THAT asura!/ US LIVE 

A IN PEACE 



GO! DESTROV 
SHIVA I 


>JHEN ANDHAKA LEARNT OF SHIVA'S 
INTENTIONS, HE SENT FOR THE EVIL NILA . 








O 




BUT IN THE BATTLE BETWEEN SHIVA AND 
NILA, IT WAS THE LATTER WHO WAS $LA!N\ 


* DEMON -+ SYMBOLISING DARKNESS AND /GNORANCE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



MEANWHILE , ANDHAKA HAD SNEAKED INTO KAN ASA TO CARRY AWAY PARVATl. 


COME AWAY WITH 
ME. I AM GREATER 
THAN SHIVA • 
















60 AWAY FROM 




YOU 


EVIL 


HERE 




DEMON! 


Vi 
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A7 that MOMENT, SHIVA RETURNED • 



YOU HAVE GONE 
TOO FAR, ANDHAKA 







SHIVA'S ARROWS STRUCK 
THE A SURA, BUT EACH 
PROP OP SLOOP AS IT 
TOUCHED THE EARTH 
BECAME ANOTHER 
ASURA , FOR EVIL AND 
IGNORANCE ALWAYS 
MULTIPLY PAST VISHNU 
CAME TO WATCH THIS 
COMBAT. 




oo 




5HIVA NEEDS 
HELP- 




\ 


ANDHAKA If 
IMMORTAL 1 




V 


ANDHAKA CAN 
NEVER DIE (y 


. -tit* 




& 
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ELEPHANTA 






MEANWHILE, A5 SHIVA 
ATTACKED AND KILLED 
ANDHAKA, HE MADE 
SURE THAT NOT A 
DROP OF BLOOD FELL 
TO THE GROUND, SO 
THAT NO NEW A SURAS 
WOULD SPRING UP . 


V 




* DISCUS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHIVA, THE DESTROYER Of EVIL 
HAP VANQUISHED THE FORCES 
Of DARKNESS AMP BROUGHT 
LffrHf INTO THE WORLD - 




*7> 


IN ONE END Of 
THE MAIN CAVE 
IS THE SHRINE 
DEDICATED TO 
SHIVA IN THE 
FORM OF A 
UNO AM. IT IS 
GUARDED ON ALL 
SIDES BY 

pwarapalas r - 


r-C 


M 


»• - 


J 






•-L IV 


» 


ESP 


f 






wu 


X 


V 


ONE DAY, HR OHM A, THE CREATOR, AND VISHNU, THE PRESERVER, WERE ARGUING 
ABOUT WHICH OF THEM WAS THE GREATER, r 



* GATE KEEPERS 


U 


ELF.PHANTA 



VISHNU, IN THE FORM OF A BOAR, 
BURROWED INTO THE EARTH- 


SUDDENLY, THERE APPEARED AN ENDLESS 
FIERY PILLAR , A LINGAM, WITHOUT 
BEGINNING OR END. rjl -- 


I WILL FIND 
THE ORIGIN OF 
THIS LINGAM. 


BRAHMA, IN THE FORM OF A SWAN, FLEW 
HIGHER AND HIGHER INTO THE HEAVENS- 


AND I SHALL 
FIND THE END! 




-- 

















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



r 


AFTER COUNTLESS YEAR5, THE 
BOAR RETURNED EXHAUSTED. 


li-XlTK. 


jKf I HAVE FAILED- 
4ja\ I COULD NOT FIND 
S/fLi ITS BEGINNING. 


NEITHER DID BRAHMA SUCCEED IN HIS 
MISSION. BUT — 




SUDDENLY HE SAW A RETAR/ FLOWER 
FALL FROM THE HEAVENS . _____ 


YOU MU5T COME 7 
WITH ME 70 VISHNU,? 
AND SAY THAT } 

I PICKED YOU UP 
FROM SHIVA’S A 
^ HEAD. ^ 


TO PLEASE 
YOU, I WILL 


BRAHMA ASSUMED HIS REAL form AND 
WENT TO VISHNU ALONG WITH THE 




I 5ON TO YOU, 
LORD BRAHMA. YOU 
ARE THE ORE 



ELEPHANTA 



temple or 

FESTIVAL. 


SUDDENLY, SHIVA EMERGED FROM THE 
CENTRE OF THE FIERY UNGAM. 


// BRAHMA, YOU ' 
f / HAVE BEEN DISHON- 
' E9T f FROM NOW ON, 
LM NONE SHALL HONOUR 


\W Mm*? vou. nor will you 

HAVE YOUR OWN 





AND TO THIS PAY THERE ARE TEMPLES AND FESTIVALS CONNECTED WITH THE 
i»jnDcj~iio np EiHH/A AND V/SHNU BUT FEW WORSHIP HIM WHO IS THE CREATC 


YOU ARE WITHOUT 
BEGINNING AND HAVE 
NO END. IT IS OUT OF 
IGNORANCE THAT WE 
MADE THIS G?UES7. 
FORGIVE US I 


r PEAR HARI, YOU ARE A 
LOVER OF TRUTH » I AM PLEASED 

with vou. you will always 

BE HONOURED AS I AM. YOU 
WILL HAVE SEPARATE 
TEMPLES AND FESTIVALS 
AND WILL BE LOVED BV 
v THE PEOPLE AS I AM- 
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_ AMAR C HITRA KATHA 

• ONE OF THE /HOST EXQUISITE PANELS AT ELEPHANTA 
15 THAT OF THE /HARR!AGE OF SHIVA AND PARVAT!. 
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O/M/9 * M//95 7//f DAUGHTER OF HIMAVAN+ 
AND MENA, HiS WIFE THEY DOTED ON 
THEIR LO VFLY DAUGHTER. ( ~ 

WL7 THE Y * HE> ™ E 
GREATEST OF I MOST 
KINGS IS GOOD / HANDSOME? 

ENOUGH FOR 


BUT UMA HAD MADE HER OWN CHOICE. 

I 



* PARVAT / -f 7//£ HIMALAYAS 


ELEPHANTA 



70 M/OO AND WIN SHIVA, THE ASCEHC GOD, 
UMA TOOK TO MEDITATION ... 



ONE DAY, AN OLD BRtiHMANA APPEARED 
BEFORE HER- - 


7 


VOU ARE VO UN 
AND BEAUTIFUL. VOU 
SHOULD BE ENdOVING 
LIFE. AUSTERITIES 
ARE FOR THE OLD • 
WHY HAVE YOU RE¬ 
NOUNCED THE WORLD? 





TO WIN THE LOVE ) 
OF SHIVA. I WISH j 
TO MARRV HIM J 


THAT 
MENDICANT? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SUDDENLY, THE OLD MAN CHANGED HIS 
FORM AND BEHOLD l IT WAS THE GREAT 
LORD HIMSELF • |- 


ME MAS MATTEP HAIR 
ANP PECKS HIMSELF 
■WITH SERPENTS ) ME 
IS UNCOUTH AMP— , 


HOW RARE YOU 
SPEAK OP MY 

loved one soy 

GO AWAY l 


IT IS YOU, 
MY LORD I 


I AND PAR VAT/ WAS MARRIED TO SHIVA . H/MAVAN GAVE THE BRIDE AWAY. BRAHMA , 
| THE CREATOR , ACTED AS PRIEST. VISHNU STOOD BY WATCHING THE BEAUTIFUL, 
SHY PARVAT! WED THE GREAT SHIVA - MAIN A HA, THE SON OF H/MAVAN , 

CARRIED THE CELESTIAL WATERS FOR THE CEREMONY, -- 
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ELEPHANTA 



THE NEAT PANEL IN THE MAIN CAVE IS OF SHIVA AS 
GANGADHARA * SHOWING THE DESCENT OF THE 
GANG A TO THE EARTH. 
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LET US DISTURB 
THAT RISK I IN 

v meditation.. 


LET US SHOOT AN 
ARROW BETWEEN 
THOSE TWO PEVAS 


SAGARA, A GREAT RULER OF THE 
IRSHVAHU DYNASTY , HAD SIXTY 
THOUSAND WICRED SONS WHO 
CONSTANTLY HARASSED THE 
DEV AS AND THE RlSH/S ■ 



ONCE SAGARA PERFORMED THE 
ASHWAMEDHA YAGNA t ■- 


LET THIS MORSE GO 
FORTH AND PROCLAIM 
THE GREATNESS OF 

V SAGARA . 


* THE ONE WHO HOLDS GANG A IN H/S MATTED LOCHS 
E HORSE SACRIFICE 






















































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





HOW PARE THIS 
OLD SAGE STEAL 
OUR FATHER'S 
V HORSE! > 


S HOW PARE 'TV MWil ilfi! 
THIS OLD FOOL 

SPOIL OUR FATHER’S J HE SHALL DIE 
HORSE SACRIFICE! A FOR THIS! 


\A5 WAS INTENDED, SAGARA’S SONS 
THOUGHT THAT Kft PIL ft HAP STOLEN 
WE HORSE, PND RUSHED TO 
ATTACK HIM. 


-ir 




Jr 


jv J B 






HB 


ELEPHANTA 







THE NEXT MOMENT, THE POWERFUL SAGE 
OPENED HIS EVES IN ANGER AND REDUCED 
THEM TO ASHES. 



AM SHU MAN FOUND THE HORSE IN KAPI LA’S 
ASHRAM A. THE SAGE WAS IMPRESSED BV 




I GANGS HAD TO BE BROUGHT DOWN TO 
THE EARTH. SAGARA AND AM SHUMAN 
FAILED IN THEIR EFFORTS • THEN AMSHU- 
MAN'S SON, DILI PA TRIED • BUT — _ 

< Jhn PENANCES ARE NOT ^ 

/SEVERE ENOUGH. PERHAPS 1 
\ BHAGIRATHA WILL PROVE 
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AMARCHITRAKATHA 


DILI PA'5 SON, BHAGIRATHA, UNDER - 
TOOK SEVERE PENANCES TILL 
BRAHMA , THE CREATOR, STOOP 


BEFORE HIM. r 



BHAGIRATHA UNDERTOOK FURTHER 
PENANCES TO PROPfTIATE SHIVA. 




r ...SHIVA MUST ^ 
BREAK HER FALL,OR 
THE EARTH WILL BE 
WASHED AWAY. 







AS SHE HURTLED DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS, 
SHIVA RECEIVED THE TURBULENT GANQA 
IN HtS MATTED LOCK 


KS8 




ELEPHANTA 




E PRAISE BE 
TO OUR GREAT 
GRAND-CHILP, 

. BHAGIRATHA I 


PRAISE BE TO 
SHIVA FOR 
RELEASING US! 


AS SOON AS QANOA FLOWED ONTO THE 
EARTH , THEN TO THE NETHER REGIONS 
AND OVER THE ASHES OF BHAGIRATHA'S 
ANCESTORS, THEY WERE BROUGHT 
BACK TOUFE. 


" J — 


* EFFORT OF BHAGIRATHA 



BRAHMA AND SHIVA THEN BLESSED 
BHAGIRffTHA. , . . 


HOUR EFFORTS > 
WILL BE A HOUSE¬ 
HOLD WORD FOR 
_ ALL TIME. > 


VOU WILL ALWAYS 
BE REMEMBERED FOR 
YOUR STRENGTH OF 
PURPOSE. > 


EVEN TO THIS PAY A DIFF/CULT TASK WHICH 
15 ACHIEVED BY SUPERHUMAN EFFORT IS 
CALLED A BHAGIRATHA PRAY ATNA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/A/ THE CENTRE OF THE NORTHERN WALL /5 THE GIGANTIC FIGURE OF QH/VA 
fl5 MAHESHA THE SUPREME GOD } COMBINING IN HIMSELF THE QUALITIES 
OF CREATOR , PRESERVER AND DESTROYER. /N THE CENTRE IS SHIVA y THE 
CREATOR , HOLDING A MATULUNQA* THE SYMBOL OF CREATION. ON OUR 
RIGHT IS SHIVA , THE PRESERVER, HOLDING A LOTUS. ON OUR LEFT IS 
SHIVA AS RUDRAj THE DESTROYER, HOLDING A COBRA . YET OUT OF 
DESTRUCTION COMES CREATION AND THE CYCLE OF LIFE . 
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* A CITRUS FRUIT 
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ELEPHANTA 


7 HE NEXT PANEL IS THAT OF ARDHANARtSHWARA SHIVA , WHEN 5HJVA BECAME ONE 
WITH HIS WIFE, PAR VAT I, SYMBOLISING THE UNITY OF THE MALE AND THE FEMAIE 
ELEMENTS IN THE UNIVERSE. 
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THE PANEL BEYOND SHOWS A POME STIC SCENE 
KAILAS A • PARVATt , PRL TEND!NO TO BE ANGRY, 


WITH SHIVA AND PARVATI ON MOUNT 
TURNS HER FACE AWAY FROM SHIVA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


rz 


THE NEW PANEL SHOWS THE DEMON-HINil, HAVANA, OVER COME WtTH PR/DE in 
HIS OWN POWER, ATTEMPTING TO UPROOT AND LIFT MOUNT KAIL ASA. 
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7?/£ MOUN- 
V SHOOK, 
RVAT! 

MB LED 
7i FEAR, 

T SHIVA 
ILEO. | 


RAMNA 
WILL 
PESTROY 
U5. 



AND PRESSING THE MOUNTAIN DOWN WITH 
HIS FOOT, SHIVA IMPRISONED HAVANA ■ 
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ELEPHANTA 


THIS SCULPTURE ALSO SHOWS SHIVA WITH HIS THREE EVES, 
THE THIRD EVE BEING THE EVE OF ANGER. 




ONCE, WHEN SHIVA AND PARVATI WERE ON 
MOUNT KAtLASA , PARVATf PLAVFULLV WENT 
BEHIND HIM AND CLOSED BOTH HIS EVES. 


SHE THEREBV SHUT OUT THE 
LIGHT IN THE THREE WORLDS 
AND ALL LIVING THINGS BEGAN 
TO PERISH. 
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amar chitra katha 


but A THIRD FY£ APPLARED ON 
SHIVA’S FOREHEAD, ABOVE 
PARVAT/’S HANDS-.. 


A 


... AND THE UN/VERSE WAS SAVED . 
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THE GREAT 

SHIVA HAS 

SAVED US» A ' .. 
\ _ ' fT 
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THE LAST PANEL IN THE Pi A IN 
CAVE SHOWS SH/VA AS THE 
GREAT YOG!. HE SITS ON A 
LOTUS IN MEDITATION. 
BRAHMA, THE CREATOR, AND 
INDRA, THE RING OP THE DEVAS 
GAZE UPON HIM. LIRE THE 
LOTUS, PURE AND CLEAN, 
THOUGH IT GROWS IN MUDDY 
WATERS, H/S FACE REFLECTS 
THE CALM AND SPIRITUAL 
STRENGTH OF THE YOGI • 

BEYOND, FACING THE LING AM 
SHRINE, IS A PEDESTAL WHERE 
ONCE STOOD NANDI, SHIVA’S 

VEHICLE, THE BULL. 
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ELEPHANTA 
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WERE ARE SIR OTHER CAVES ON ELEPHANTA . ALL OF THEM BEAR TESTIMONY TO THE 
SKILL AND TALENT OF OUR ANCIENT ARCHITECTS AND SCULPTORS . RENOWNED, YET 
HUMBLE IN THEIR WORSHIP OF THE LORD, THESE CRAFTSMEN TRANSLATED INTO 
REALITY THE GRANDEUR, THE POWER AND THE BEAUTY OF THE GREAT SHIVA, THE 
AUSPICIOUS ONE, THE LORD OF THE THREE WORLDS. 





































































